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BORDER MANAGEMENT AND
INTERNAL SECURITY:
India occupies a predominant strategic
position in Southern Asia, by virtue of
it being located on the head of the Indian
Ocean and its relative socio-cultural and
economic might in the region.With a
long coastline (7,683km),a vast EEZ
(over 2 m.s.km)and a land boundary of
15,000kms with seven countries,hostile
neighbours, country's internal security
challenges are inextricably linked with
border management. The challenge of
coping with long-standing territorial and
boundary disputes with China and
Pakistan, combined with porous borders
along some of the most difficult terrain
in the world, has made effective and
efficient border management a national
priority. Actual Ground Position Line
(AGPL) in Siachen glacier, Line of
Control (LC) in J&K, International
Boundary (IB) with Pakistan from J&K
to Gujarat, Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with China are the varying
nomenclatures based on the ground
situation as well as different claim lines.
There are various forces looking after
the border that include the Indian Army,
Assam Rifles, Border Security Force
(BSF), Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and the Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB). The Indian Navy and the Coast
Guard looks after the maritime frontiers.
The dynamics of the border and the
forces deployed keeps changing with the
place and with time. Each border has its
own nuances based on perceived threat,
terrain and local population. The
approach to border management must
vary from one border to other.

India's rate of growth has far outpaced
that of most of its neighbours and this
has generated problems like mass
migrations into India. Besides increased
cross-border terrorism; infiltration and
ex-filtration of armed militants;
emergence of non-state actors; nexus
between narcotics traffickers and arms
smugglers; illegal migration; left-wing
extremism; separatist movements aided
and abetted by external powers;
In the western sector in Ladakh, the LAC
is ambiguous because of several "claim
lines" and due to the paucity of easily
recognisable terrain features on the
Aksai Chin plateau. This makes it
difficult to accurately correlate ground
and map, except in the area of the
Karakoram Pass, which lies on the high
Karakoram Range.
In the west, soon after independence, the
two armies were engaged in a so-called
'eyeball-to-eyeball' confrontation with
daily loss of life and property that could
justifiably be called a 'low intensity
limited war.' Since 25 November 2003,
however, an informal ceasefire has been
in place all along the LoC. However
Pakistan's side keeps on violating it very
often.
Very often Indian and Chinese patrols
have met face- to-face in areaslike the
two "fish-tail" shaped protrusions in the
north-east corner of Arunachal Pradesh.
Such meetings have an element of
tension built into them and the
possibility of an armed clash can never
be ruled out.
The border with Nepal was virtually
unattended till very recently as Nepalese



citizens have free access to live and
work in India under a 1950 treaty
between the two countries. Following
the eruption of a Maoist insurgency in
Nepal, however, efforts have been made
to gradually step up vigilance along this
border as India fears the southward
spread of Maoist ideology. Since the
Royal Bhutanese Army drove out the
Bodo and ULFA insurgents from its
territory some years ago, the border has
been relatively quiet. The border with
Myanmar also remains operationally
active and several insurgent groups have
secured sanctuaries for themselves in
Myanmar despite the cooperation
extended by the Myanmarese army. The
cross-border movement of Nagas and
Mizos for training, purchase of arms and
shelter when pursued by Indian security
forces, combined with the difficult
terrain obtaining in the area, make this
border extremely challenging to
manage.
Any policy must enunciate clear cut
response mechanisms and issues of
command and control. The border
management policy must take into
account the peculiarities of each border
and evolve a comprehensive strategy to
amalgamate all available resources for
effective border management.
The management of disputed and
unresolved border must be the
responsibility of Indian Army
functioning under the MoD. The
management of other borders must be
with the CAPFs, functioning under
MHA. All organisations involved in
border management must seek
directions from and be accountable to
one nodal agency during peace and war.
In event of more than one force on a
particular border, the chain of command
must be clearly laid down.

INDIA  BANGLADESH:
India and Bangladesh , one of the most
perplexing border disputes in the world
finally ended. In a historic move, India
and Bangladesh signed the Land
Boundary Agreement in June 2015 to
finally put an end to the 41-year-old
boundary dispute.After extensive talks
between Modi and Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, the two sides
signed 22 agreements, including on
cooperation in maritime safety and to
curb human trafficking and fake Indian
currency.
With the border agreement in place,
India has now control of 510 acres of
land while Bangladesh will have control
of 10,000 acres of land.Modi, on his
maiden visit to Bangladesh, also
expressed confidence to have a "fair
solution" to the Teesta and Feni river
water sharing issues with Bangladesh
"with the support of state governments
in India".Talking about the Indo-
Bangladesh ties, PM Modi said, "We are
not just neighbours but nations bound
by the threads of history, religion,
culture, language and kinship and a
passion for cricket."
The exchange of documents paves way
for the operationalisation of the 1974
India-Bangladesh LBA that provides for
exchange of 161 enclaves (small areas
of sovereignty completely surrounded
on all sides by another country) between
the two countries. A total 111 border
enclaves will be transferred to
Bangladesh in exchange for 51 that will
become part of India.
In the recently concluded Budget
Session, Parliament had passed a historic
Constitution Amendment Bill seeking to
settle India's 41-year-old border issue
with Bangladesh.This act will have a
major effect on the lives of more than
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50,000 people who resided in these
enclaves in Cooch Behar.Where they
had been surrounded by a country they
didn't have citizenship in for decades,
now they will finally gain access to
things like schools, electricity and health
care.
For curious cartographers and others
obsessed with geopolitical oddities,
however, it's an end of an era.
Erasing the enclaves will have three
main effects. The first will be felt
primarily by residents, who can now
choose which country to join, acquiring
basic benefits of citizenship in the
process. The process will allow India
and Bangladesh to focus on weightier
matters. Finally, in vanishing from the
borderlands of Bengal, the world's
enclaves have taken a flying leap
towards extinction. From this summer,
there will be 49 extraterritorial patches
left anywhere, mainly in western Europe
and on the fringe of the former Soviet
Union.
Historical background:The enclaves
were reportedly part of a high stake card
or chess games centuries ago between
two regional kings, the Maharaja of
Cooch Behar and the Nawab of Rangpur
and the result of a confused outcome of
a treaty between the Kingdom of Koch
Bihar and the Mughal Empire. After the
partition of India in 1947, Cooch Behar
district was merged with India and
Rangpur went to then East Pakistan,
which became Bangladesh in 1971. The
prime ministers of India and Bangladesh
signed a Land Boundary Agreement in
1974 to exchange enclaves and simplify
the international border. In 1974
Bangladesh approved a proposed treaty,
Land Boundary Agreement, to exchange
all enclaves within each other's
territories, but India did not ratified it.

Another agreement was agreed upon in
2011 to exchange enclaves and adverse
possessions. A revised version of the
agreement was finally adopted by the
two countries 41 years later, when the
Parliament of India passed the 100th
Amendment Act to the Indian
Constitution on May 7, 2015.
The situation in Cooch Behar was
clearly not good. The people who lived
in these enclaves weren't stateless
people, but they might as well have been.
It's confusing, so let us spell it out:
Dahala Khagrabari, the third-order
enclave in question, was a part of India,
surrounded by a Bangladeshi enclave,
which was surrounded by an Indian
enclave, which was surrounded by
Bangladesh. If you're still confused, this
close-up map may make things a little
clearer.
Enclaves themselves are not so unusual.
Plenty exist around the world - Llívia,
for example, is a part of Spain that is
completely surrounded by French
territories. Second-order enclaves (an
enclave within an enclave) are not as rare
as you might think, either: There are a
web of enclaves within enclaves in
Baarle-Hertog, a Belgian municipality
with pockets of Dutch sovereignty. It is
important to note that enclaves aren't
necessarily bad. As Frank Jacobs, an
enclave-obsessed blogger wrote for the
New York Times in 2011, Barle-Hertog
is "a money-spinning tourist attraction."
Before the modern age of cartography
and nation states, there were enclaves
all over the place.The strange set-up
made it not only difficult for people to
access state amenities, it made things as
simple as a trip to the market a potential
problem.



In theory, someone who lived in an
enclave would need a visa to enter the
foreign country that surrounded the
enclave. However, the only way to get
that visa was to travel to a major city in
the main body of their country,

something that was impossible without
illegally entering the foreign
country.Attempts to rectify the situation
have stalled for decades: An agreement
for a land swap was reached in 1974,
but India did not ratify it.



PREP SUPPLEMENT: MAINS RESCUE BATCH- BORDER DISPUTES

In 2011, however, a new agreement was
reached, which, after some stalling, was
finally ratified in June. The enclaves will
become territory of the states that
surround them and the citizens who live
within them will get to decide whether
they want to stay put and accept new
citizenship, or whether they want to keep
their original citizenship and be
relocated.
Problem solved for the people of Dahala
Khagrabari? Not exactly. Some exclave
residents say that they were left out of
government surveys and worry they will
not be able to choose their citizenship
or keep their land. Some families within
Dahala Khagrabari are being split as
they choose different citizenships.
Technically, one the world's strangest
border disputes may be solved, but on
the ground it is likely to be far more
complicated.

INDIA -CHINA:
Both China and India signed an
agreement on political parameters in
2005, and are now negotiating a
framework to resolve disputes in all
sectors.The first stage was to establish
guiding principles, the second included
evolving a consensus on a framework
for the boundary, and the last step
comprised carrying out its delineation
and demarcation. This final stage
involves delineating the border in maps
and on the ground.The India says that
both sides should, in the spirit of mutual
respect and mutual understanding, make
meaningful and mutually acceptable
adjustments to their respective positions
on the boundary question so as to arrive
at a package settlement.The boundary
talks are currently in the second leg of a
three-stage process.



China continues to push for territorial concessions
in Arunachal Pradesh, which it has been eyeing
for along time, before moving forward on the long-
standing border issue between the two countries.
Publicly, India has been holding to its stated
position that there can't be any territorial
concessions. However India may not be averse to
status quo position" if China leaves it claims over
Arunachal Pardesh.Simply put, it means that for

China to give up its claim on the 90,000 sq km
inside Arunachal, including Tawang, India could
agree to give up 38,000 km sq of Jammu and
Kashmir. That piece of land, called Aksai Chin in
the Ladakh sector, has been in dispute since
Pakistan annexed it and then illegally handed
5,180 sq km over to China in 1963.
Any such proposal can only be implemented if a
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government in New Delhi has enormous political
will, because there is an unanimous resolution of
the Indian Parliament of 1962 that India will
ensure that it gets back all territory illegally
occupied by China.
Several documents based on the notes made by
Indian officials suggest that even after 16 rounds
of boundary negotiations, the talks are effectively
deadlocked. China insists it needs substantial
concessions on Arunachal Pradesh and the entire
disputed Eastern sector before a framework or a
formula to resolve disputes in all sectors can be
agreed to.


